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I n t er n at ion a l  GCSE Sin h ala:  

 

The aim  of the exam inat ion was to test  candidate’s overall abilit y to understand 

accurately general descr ipt ions of topic areas covering custom s and religion, 

t radit ional culture, environm ent , t ravel and holiday inform at ion, past  and present  

social situat ions of historical im portance of nat ive Sri Lanka. Som e quest ions 

were focussed on the required level of understanding as to whether the 

candidate has acquired the com petence and knowledge which they need to apply 

in a given situat ion, whether it  is form al or inform al. This involved form al 

gram m ar, style and vocabulary and also standard spoken Sinhala as appropriate 

in the relevant  social context .  

 

There were four quest ions (com pulsory)  but  with a choice of one from  four topics 

in the essay quest ion (quest ion 4) .  A clear understanding of form al gram m ar, 

vocabulary and style was expected in all quest ions except  for num ber 1 where 

candidates had the opt ion to em ploy a less form al style.   

 

Quest ion 1 

There were five quest ions – one sim ple quest ion and four statem ents. I t  was 

expected that  candidates sit t ing for a test  of this level of abilit y should be 

com petent  enough in const ruct ing accurate answers and to obtain full m arks. 

Quest ion 1(a)  was about  a situat ion where daily weather condit ion becom es a 

subject  of conversat ion, enquiry or newspaper headlines. Apart  from  a very few 

candidates, the m ajor ity of candidates did not  know the proper Sinhala words 

(either literary or standard spoken)  for ‘heavy rainfall’,  ‘m ajor roads’ or 

‘extensive dam age’ and to const ruct  a m eaningful sentence.  

 

The next  quest ion, 1(b)  was to test  candidate’s abilit y to com bine nouns, first  

and third person, and to use the appropriate past  tense finite verb in writ ten 

Sinhala. A significant  num ber of candidates found this challenging in using the 

correct  conjunct ive part icle and joining first  and third person nouns correct ly in 

an ordinary sentence. Sim ilar ly,  a very poor understanding was shown in giving 

appropriate nat ive Sinhala words for ‘Neg om b o ’ and ‘ex p r ess t r a in ’ .  Quest ion 

1(c)  was test ing candidates’ abilit y to em ploy suitable vocabulary in areas of 

religion and local custom s.  Most  of the candidates did not  know the Sinhala 

words for Ad am ’s Peak  or  h o ly  m ou n t a in ,  instead they em ployed the sam e 

English words writ ing in Sinhala characters.  I t  can be observed from  these 

exam ples that  the general tendency of the learners of this target  language is to 

discuss sim ilar situat ions in m ixed Sinhala, heavily influenced by their  dom inant  

language of English, part icular ly the fam iliar vocabulary.  

 

Quest ion 1(d)  seem ed reasonably accessible and except  for very few candidates, 

everyone answered correct ly. But , the candidates failed to take into account  the 

fact  that  this quest ion is about  form ing a negat ive quest ion correct ly:  to 

understand the st ructural differences between ‘Can’t  you ?’ (bari  da?)  and ‘Can 

you?’ (puluvan da?) .  Quest ion 1 (e)  does appear to have been accessible except  

for choosing the correct  Sinhala word for ‘sacred’. The part icular problem  for the 

m ost  candidates in t ranslat ing the given sentences into the target  language, in 

this case into standard Sinhala, appears to have been the unaviodable 

interference from  the pr im ary language they are using at  present  and lack of 

appropriate vocabulary. Cent res should be aware that  candidates cannot  expect  

or predict  the type of quest ions they will be asked in this category where they 



 

will be put  to test  the abilit y of their  understanding of ordinary situat ions of 

varied types in Sr i Lankan life and their  skills in em ploying the appropriate 

vocabulary. 

 

Quest ions 2 and 3 are t ranslat ions – from  English to Sinhala and Sinhala to 

English. Quest ion 2 is an account  of a very popular holiday dest inat ion in Sri 

Lanka and a histor ical city Kandy  which has the grandest  annual cultural fest ival 

known as ‘Kandy Perahara’. The passage is writ ten in sim ple English and it  has 

no idiom at ic expressions. Significant  num ber of candidates  failed to find the 

appropriate words to use for term s such as Buddhists, drum m ers, lucky, 

Brahm in, lake, pilgr im age, etc. This shows that  either they have not  read the 

passage properly to understand the contents clearly or have rushed to t ranslate 

it  to save t im e. Som e candidates have left  the last  short  paragraph unat tended 

and those who have at tem pted have failed to t ranslate the m eaning of ‘history 

and culture’ correct ly. For candidates to score highly on these quest ions, cent res 

should encourage candidates to read widely on religion, cultural fest ivals and 

history of Sri Lanka as well as any other text  to im prove their  vocabulary. 

Further, course m aterial should be designed and available to candidates on these 

topics with recom m ended sim ple texts. 

 

Quest ion 3  relates to a short  account  of the or igin and popular ising of Sinhala 

short  story writ ing/ reading in Sri Lanka. There were som e candidates who scored 

highly in this quest ion displaying their  understanding of this category of literature 

and t ranslat ing the passage into English using the appropriate style and 

vocabulary. Few candidates appeared to have understood the m eaning of the 

word ‘laghu katha’ m eaning ‘short ’ but  in general, as this passage relates to 

literature, the m ajority obtained good m arks.  

  

Quest ion 4:  

Here, candidates were asked to write an essay of between  200-250 words, and 

had a choice of four topics. The m ajority of candidates have chosen to write a 

let ter to his/  her aunt  or  uncle who lives abroad describing a cultural fest ival 

they have at tended recent ly. Quest ion 4(d)  was the m ost  popular as it  sim ply 

involves in writ ing a sim ple let ter in Sinhala  for  which they m ay have had 

repeated pract ice. But , the candidates who chose this topic failed to understand 

that  they were required to describe a ‘cultural fest ival’ not  a cultural occasion or 

party they celebrated at  hom e like a Christm as party or Sinhala New Year. As a 

result , they could not  access high m arks for this essay. Further, the m ajor ity 

exceeded the allowed word lim ited, in som e cases by  100-150 words. I n som e 

essays, candidates have used m any colloquial expressions and style as they 

would speak at  hom e. Marks were not  awarded in those instances as per the 

quest ion asked.  

 

Quest ions 4(b)  and 4(c)  appeared to be popular and also it  seem s that  the 

candidates have had som e pract ice in producing sim ilar essays on these popular 

issues. The m ajorit y of candidates scored highly in this quest ions  to secure good  

m arks although they were not  as successful in other quest ions.  

 

Quest ion 4 (a)  was not  as popular with candidates. From  the responses, there 

were answers of high standard with argum ents em ploying effect ive vocabulary 

and style and also em ploying good exam ples to support  the argum ents put  

forward. However, the m ajor it y of candidates have preferred to write on other 



 

topics as such subjects do not  require com plex st ructure, vocabulary or style. 

 

Con clu sion  

 

The apparent  weaknesses revealed each year from  the perform ance of the 

candidates stem  from  a lack of proper understanding of gram m at ical st ructure of 

writ ten Sinhala language, part icular ly the syntax and the tendency to m ix 

standard const ruct ions with the colloquial usage. I n places where the candidates 

failed to find the appropriate standard (wr it ten)  words and phrases, they opted 

to use the spoken Sinhala gram m ar and style and som et im es non-standard 

colloquial spoken Sinhala, heavily m ixed with English borrowed words thus 

generat ing a type of creole or pidgin type usage. 

 

Sinhala language is well known for it s dist inct ively diglossic nature—exist ing a 

significant  disparity between the spoken and the writ ten variety—and poses  

som e serious st ructural problem s for the language teacher and in part icular for 

the learner. Therefore, in teaching Sinhala, this st ructural disparity has to be 

handled carefully and should be taught  and explained clearly  to all candidates at  

an early stage to avoid confusion and m isunderstanding of the st ructure of these 

two variet ies.  



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ all-grade-boundaries.aspx 
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